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A Nashvoille decorator and her architect
husband collaborate to create their serene second
home in Alys Beach, Florida

un-kissed summers at the beach.
Splashing in the surf. Hunting for shells,
Dining on fresh fish and shrimp. Such
seaside memories tugged at Rozanne
Jackson, who ewns an interior-decorating
business and home-furnishings shop, The
Iron Gate, in Franklin, Tennessee.

“When I was a child, I had fun going with my family to
the coast in Texas,” she says. “Later, I lived in Los Angeles
and could go to the beach. Then T moved to Tennessee. 1
felt landlocked!™

Now, she and her architect husband, Glen Oxford,
have combined their design talents to build and decorate
a second home in Alys Beach on the Florida Panhandle.
They alse enjoy this walkable town, a New Urbanism green
community planned by Duany Plater-Zyberk & Company,
the firm that pioneered the movement at nearby Seaside,
some six miles away. Alys Beach is becoming widely known
for its modemn, white stucco courtyard homes evocative of
architectural traditions in Antigua, Moroceo, Greece, and
Bermuda.

“We just spent a long weekend at Alys Beach," says
Oxford, sounding mellow upon his return to their primary
residence in Nashville. “Gor some sun and ate soft-shell
crab.” Jackson chimes in, “A little vitamin D makes us feel
better. We love the Gulf’s clear waters and the white sugar-
sand beach.” He adds, “We had clients with us, but we often
invite family and friends.”

Clearly, this beach home rejuvenates the busy two-career
couple. “The first time we visited Alys Beach,” Oxford
recalls, “with all of that pristine white architecture, we
got this totally relaxed feeling.” They bought a Gulf-front
lot, only steps from the beach, and began tossing design
ideas back and forth, “This was our first from-the-ground-
up house we'd done together,” the husband says. Happily,
pillow talk did not become pillow fights. “Both of us have a
strong vision," his wife says with a smile, “but we work well

together because we respect each other, and it's very joyful.
Wed sit down on Sundays, and he'd draw and Td visualize
the spaces.”
'Ihtirﬂwedlﬂ.h-nrnflmrﬁultcdinarhr::-srmyhnm:
that exudes the requisite serenity. “My main design criteria?
Capture an image of the Gulf from as many rooms as
possible,” Oxford explains, “That's the money shot when
you're living on the coast. You can see the beach from every
room on our second and third floors except for the guest

powder room.”
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*[ desiened the HOUSE, but my
wife MADE I'T A HOME, " says Oxford.
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For o guest bedioom, Jo

chasigned a buil-in Bad with

bedding by Balia Motte, The s
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